
Hello Wellington Families! 

I hope you have had a wonderful, long weekend with your children! September has brought us some 
beautiful weather, football games, and more opportunities for learning at Wellington! Your children are 
precious to us and we appreciate the opportunity to serve them each day. Thank you for your continued 
support of our teachers and staff, school, and being conscientious about your child’s health. You are a 
critical partner in your child’s learning; please know how much we appreciate you! 

One of my goals is to build shared knowledge of the wonderful things happening at Wellington. I realize 
that everyone is very busy and with Covid restrictions, it is not possible to have visitors in our building. As 
a part of building shared knowledge of our school, I want to share about our Special Area Team, Media 
Specialist, and Counseling Team. Asking your child about these important and influential staff members 
is a great way to expand conversation about their learning experiences!

All Wellington students have many diverse learning opportunities throughout a 5-day rotation to Special 
Area classes. Our students go to a Special Area class each day for 55 minutes including P.E. with Ms. 
Ray, Art with Ms. Lester, Music with Ms. Bosworth, STEM with Ms. Presley, and Technology with Mr. 
Boles. This is a much-loved time of the day for our students and provides opportunities to expand their 
learning and utilize their creativity! Our Special Area team is an important part of our children’s learning 
and contributes greatly to a positive school experience! If you come through the car line, you see these 
amazing individuals every day! Asking your child about which Special Area class they went to on any 
given day is a great conversation starter!

In addition to rotating to each of the Special Area classes, our children go to the library once every 2 
weeks. Ms. Lindsey Banks is new to Wellington this year, coming to us from Sandersville Elementary. She 
has built a great deal of excitement about reading and use of digital resources among our students 
already! We have hundreds of titles for children to check out as well as many, many digital books! You 
can visit the Media Center website here.

Our Guidance Counselor, Ms. Ashley Keys, is a well-loved and familiar face for our students. Classroom 
Guidance lessons are provided for ALL students every other week. During this time, she focuses on topics 
that support “The Wellington Way,” such as kindness, making friends, problem-solving, etc. Students 
really love their time with Ms. Ashley and also learn how to submit a Guidance Pass if there is something 
that is causing them worry or they need help problem-solving. She will be sharing “Ms. Ashley’s Choices” 
in the coming weeks, as she empowers our children to identify “small problems” with strategies they can 
use to solve themselves as well as how to identify “big problems” that need the help of an adult to solve. 
The social-emotional health of our children is extremely important to all of us at Wellington, and we 
make sure to provide access and opportunity to all students on a regular basis. Ask your child about Ms. 
Ashley’s choices in the next couple of weeks! 

In addition to Ms. Ashley, our Counseling Team consists of two District Mental Health Specialists, Mr. 
Jordan Bentley and Ms. Shakira Goldsmith-Mason, as well as our Family Resource Center Coordinator, 
Sue Ellen Young. Any member of our team is more than willing to assist not only our children, but you, 
our families, when needs arise. Please know that we are here for you and willing to help in any way we 
can to remove barriers to learning, mental, or physical health. Please feel welcome to email anyone on 
our team if you have questions or needs. They can be reached at: ashley.keys@fayette.kyschools.us ;
sueellen.young@fayette.kyschools.us; jordan.bentley@fayette.kyschools.us; 
shakira.goldsmithmason@fayette.kyschools.us . We empathize with the hardships facing many 
throughout the pandemic and are here for you when you need us!

Sincerely, 
Julie Strange
Principal, Wellington Elementary

https://www.fcps.net/domain/3886
mailto:ashley.keys@fayette.kyschools.us
mailto:sueellen.young@fayette.kyschools.us
mailto:jordan.bentley@fayette.kyschools.us
mailto:shakira.goldsmithmason@fayette.kyschools.us


Important Reminders
● Review pages 3 & 4 - Daily Home Screening for Student Health

○ Remember that students must be symptom-free for 24 hours before returning to school
● Please update contact information (phone and email especially!) in Infinite 

Campus - attachment sent via email on August 22.
● Students in grades 3-5 should bring their Chromebook and charger to and from 

school every day. Protective neoprene cases were provided by PTA!!
● View the School Breakfast & Lunch Menu here

○ All students eat breakfast and lunch for free! There is a fee for a la carte, items such as
milk, cookie, etc. Email our Cafeteria Manager, Millie Stakelin with any questions!
mildred.stakelin@fayette.kyschools.us 

Important Dates - mark your calendar!

● September 6 - Labor Day - Schools and Offices Closed
● September 7 - 2nd grade Curriculum Night - 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
● September 9 - 3rd grade Curriculum Night - 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
● September 16 - PTA Meeting - 6:30 via Zoom
● September 22 - SBDM 4:30 p.m. - library
● September 29 - School Pictures 
● October 7 & 8 - No School - Fall Break
● October 20 - SBDM 4:30 p.m. - library
● October 21 - PTA Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
● October 25 - Report Cards Go Home 

○ October 15 - end of 1st grading period
● November 2 - No School - Election Day
● November 17 - SBDM 4:30 p.m. - library
● November 18 - PTA Meeting - 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
● November 24-26 - No School - Thanksgiving Break

PTA: Parent - Teacher - Association
Purpose: To support our school and increase family engagement opportunities

➢ Membership $6 - please click here to join! (Goal is 300!)
➢ Did you know that Wellington is a past 16th District winner for Membership? 

Join now to help us regain our title!

Other ways to support PTA & our school:

➢ Purchase Spirit Wear!
➢ Link your Kroger Card to Wellington PTA!
➢ Link Amazon Smile to Wellington PTA!

https://fayette.nutrislice.com/menu/elementary-schools/lunch/2021-08-22
https://wellingtonelementary.memberhub.com/store?category=Memberships
https://wellingtonelementary.memberhub.com/store


Previously Shared Information
MAP Testing continues this week! 
Each student, grades K-5, will take the MAP assessment  in the areas of Reading and Math and will use 
his/her Chromebook in the classroom. Your child’s teacher will communicate the testing date for your child’s 
class, but you can take a look at the preliminary schedule here. 

MAP stands for Measures of Academic Progress and is a tool that FCPS uses to measure academic growth 
and achievement for students throughout the year. MAP is an adaptive assessment, which means that it 
adjusts the level of questions to each child depending on how they are answering. It will give them more 
difficult items and then adjust to easier items depending on how the student answers. Because it is 
adaptive, children are not going to have the exact same questions. 

The goal of this assessment in the Fall is to develop a baseline and help our teachers know where the “just 
right” learning spot for students is, allowing them to differentiate whole and small group instruction. Your 
child will receive a score and a percentile, which is nationally normed. Your child’s teacher will use this 
information as just one data point and will provide more information about your child’s progress at the end 
of the first grading period in the form of a parent/teacher conference.

The Wellington Way - expectations for learning and interacting at Wellington
Schools are encouraged to use PBIS strategies as a basis for teaching and monitoring of behavior. PBIS 
stands for Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports. Our district communicates expectations for 
implementing PBIS in our schools, monitoring and supporting each school throughout the year. We are 
proud to have earned GOLD status at Wellington the past 3 years for having effective strategies, systems, 
and supports in place for our students! 
What does this look like at Wellington?
We have 3 main expectations for all areas and all children:
1) Work Hard Every Day     2)  Be a Thinker & Problem Solver    3)  Be Kind, Caring & 
Respectful
You may have noticed that these tenets are on our Wellington t-shirts this year!
We begin each day with morning announcements that include the Pledge of Allegiance, Safety Reminders, 
and the Wellington Creed shown below. This would be a great piece to talk about at home with your child! 
Instead of, “What did you do at school today?” with a possible response of “nothing,” (eek!) consider, 
“Did you work hard today? 
What did you work really hard on today that you feel proud of?”  
“How did you show kindness today?” 
“How did someone else show kindness to you today?” 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1B7PhBOxWJBUk50SN-UPohY8qs7Msf5tr6TkIuxRmXxY/edit?usp=sharing


This is for informational purposes only.
Please be sure you have completed this electronically.
This was sent to all families prior to school starting.



Please be advised that students who are exhibiting or stating that they have the following symptoms will be isolated and parent 
notified to pick up from school.The expectation is that all caregivers have an early dismissal plan for students, and their student be 

picked up within a reasonable amount of time. Thank you for helping to keep our school safe!



The following is provided as annual notification of this safety policy.



Julie Strange 8/16/2021

The following is provided as annual notification of this safety policy.


